
 

 

Bulletin – Friday 18  September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It has been another week of excellent effort and positive attitudes from our 
students.  They really are a credit to you. The way they continue to respond to the 
current situation makes us incredibly proud of them.  We also feel fortunate to still 
be in the position where we have no confirmed cases of Coronavirus at our school 
and are still able to continue to host all year groups on site.  Thank you to everyone 
who has contacted us with any queries or information regarding your own situations 
to help us manage this challenging time.  We are grateful for your continued 
communication and continue to keep you updated about how our school is 
managing throughout this pandemic. 
 
Open Evening 
 
A huge thank you to all the students who helped out on Wednesday and Thursday 
evening for our first ever attempt at a socially distanced Open Evening.  As ever, they 
were excellent ambassadors for our school and our visitors commented on how well 
they represented us.  With a turnout of over 140 the events were our most attended 
Open Evenings ever so thank you for helping to make it happen. 
 
Year 7 Settling In Evening 
 
On 30th September we were scheduled to hold our Welcome Mass and Settling In 
Evening.  This will still go ahead - but in a slightly different format.  Although we will 
hold a welcome service for Year 7 on this day sadly we won’t be able to invite 
parents and primary headteachers but we will remember you as part of our 
celebrations.  Parents will, however, be able to attend an in-person appointment 
with their child’s form teacher if they wish.  In person appointment slots will be 
offered between 4 and 5 pm on the evening, and phone call consultation slots will be 
offered between 5 and 6pm so that you can choose which method you would prefer.  
A letter will be coming out next week to year 7 parents to explain how you book the 
slot which would best suit you so please look out for that in your email inbox. 
 
Sports Practice 
 
Next week we will continue to offer Year 7 Rugby training on a Tuesday evening 3-
4pm, and Football (Boys and Girls) on Thursday from 3-4pm.  A reminder that if your 
child is attending you need to complete the track and trace form each week in 
advance of the practice. 
  



 

 

Masks and Water 
 
The current restrictions have led us to us all having to adapt in various ways, and our 
students are coping extremely well.  For your information, two particular issues 
which they are sometimes struggling with are: 
 

• Students are forgetting face coverings – in particular Year 7 forget when they 

have PE as their mask is left in an item of clothing they are not wearing that day.  

Please can you encourage them to check they have their mask before they leave 

the house.  We are giving out disposable ones on the gate, but our supplies are 

being tested currently by the high number forgetting so we would be grateful for 

any reminder you can supply.   

 

• Unfortunately, we can’t have the water fountains on so students need to bring 

sufficient water with them to school.  They can order additional water on the 

fusion app from the canteen if they need to, however some of them may need a 

second water bottle – particularly Key Stage 4 students are sometimes running 

low. 

 
Parking 
 
We know that the current situation means that a higher number of you are dropping 
off and collecting your child in person. We have had some complaints from the 
neighbours about double parking at the end of the day which is making life difficult 
for them.  We know the streets around the school are narrow and not ideal for a 
high volume of cars, but please could you support us in building a good relationship 
with our neighbours by parking in a way that doesn’t cause any obstruction.  In 
particular, please avoid double parking and parking on pavements.  Thank you. 
 
National Finalists 
 
At the end of last year, we let you know that we had been selected as one of five 
national finalists for pastoral support team of the year. The Awards Ceremony is 
being held this Thursday, 24th September and, although we can’t go to London, the 
Pastoral Support Team will be attending via video link from our school hall instead! 
Their achievement in making the national finals is a reflection of the fantastic work 
the pastoral support team do in helping out our young people, whether it’s with a 
lost PE kit, a friendship issue or supporting their mental health.  We’re very proud of 
the team of Mrs Humphries, Mrs Dolphin, Miss Charlton, Mrs Ward, Mr Darbyshire 
and Mrs James.  We will let you know how they get on! 
 


